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MEET THE ARTIST

Susan Wilson

Suman Wilson, owner of Lillana De-
Slgms in Sciluabe. uses se8 glass, sea
SLONES, Precious and Semi-precious
metals; starling sibver, brass, copper
and cccasionally 14-karat gokd as ac-
cents. Her designs can be found an
lilianadesigns.com, timmurlcom./lil-
tanadesigns and lillanade-

By Kally Anna Clintan | Staft Writer

Working with My]ﬁm&[l}l aFOWEaEES
these genuing Sea glass pems sat in
firme sikvar and starling sivar. | S0ime-
tirnes like to use sea glass, along
wilh copperand brass, as accents o
give the piece a more rustic feel. 've
racently started working with tiny
sea stones as well. These stones

signs.etsy.com. evole the lovely grays of New Eng:-
lard that those of us who live hera

What different kinds of jewelry do  are drawn to somehow, They have a

you make with sea glass? beautiful nautical feel when com-

| b o Create Sea glass and Soa
stone jenwedry that s classic and con-
temparary in design. What design
emergas depends on the color,
shape and size of the saa glass | am

bined with silver and brass. My sel-
tings ara dasignad bo complamant
the shape, size and color of each
natural piece of sea glass and sea
stone. | also enjoy creating with my

' Susan Wilson is owner of Liliana Designs In Scituate, coUrTEsy poTos
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custormar s piaces and warking with
e b design jewelry that albkows
the memaries and history associ-
ated with that sea glass or 5ea

stone to be carried with the owner
for a lifetime.

What inspired you to start work-
ing with sea glassT What is it
about sea glass that you love so
much?

Laflecting sea glass has been a pas-
sion of mine as far back as | can re-
meamber. Walking the Cape Cod
shores logking for that coveted blua
plece was exciting and rewarding as
a child, It shill 15! | spent mamy of
those Cape Cod summiers learming
Lo sibersmith at the Artist's Gusld
Falrmouth then continued on to Cali-
fornia College of Arts. After leaving
iy job of 1.2 years in Boslon and
taking time to build up vy Stedio. |
was asked to make jewealry for
friends amd family. | decided to
miake it a full-time thing and Liliana
Designs was established. | i&e (o
think that if | focus on the work that
incorporates the things | love and |
purswe that work with passion then
things fall into place. Lilkana Designs
was born out of a love for creating
saa glass jewalng. IL's my wiy of
sharing an appreciaton of nature’s
magical ability to take somthing
man made and discarded and turn-
ing it Into a beautiful gemi!

How did you come up with your
business name?

It's mo surprise that many people
ask me that! Liliana Designs was
bornaf two grounding and Inspera-
tional influences in my bie. my chil-
dren Liky and Anna. They alsa
happean to be my "sagle ayes”™ when
it comes to sea glass hunting, oftan
finding the best pieces of tha day. |
comb the beaches with family and
friends for sea glass and sea stones
and out of the plecas we find, Lily
and Anna seem to find the small
fraction of quality sea glass/stone
that | like Lo work with,
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Where do you get your sea glassT
| have been collecting New England
£83 glass since | was a child and
hae Buslt a substantial collection of
my own rang, Trosty, histonc sea
glass piecas in all different shiapes,
sizes and colors, My hiusband and
kids hunt with mea along local
beaches, pocasianally with exciting
and surprising finds — truly a farmily
aftalr. Family and friends send along
thvedr finds from trips to local and
Caribbean beaches and beyend, s0
my supply is continually replen
ihad with peces fram all over. e
been lucky enough to find an Eng-
lish s8a glass collecior who has
agreed to parl with some of the
small rounded rare colosed gems

that he finds alang the northeastern

coast of England. He finds thase
pieces near an 1800s glass factory
where “end of the day” glass was
thrown off the cliffside to ba tum
blad into these lovely nuggets of
multi-colored sea glass, On days
wien the weather cooperates, you
can find me kivaking anound the
South Shore of Boston and the is-
lands near Cape Cod bo collect
some of the beautiful, historic say
glass gems you will see in mech o
my jewelry. I'm captivated with sha-
ries af the sea and love to research

the ongins of my-Sea glass and can
share soma of the hestory | ol dis-
covered about each of my unigue
finds

What's the most difficult part of
making jewelry deslgns with sea
glazs?

Each piece of sea plass has its own
wnigue quasdites. No Do pieces ol
Eerine Sen glass ane ever expctly
alike in color, shape or sire. That is
both the beauty and challange of
creating sea glass jevwalny with
pleces found an the baach. Finding
two pleces of sea glass alike enough
to make earnings s bricky. | sort
thraugh hundreds of piaces to find
pood matches, Thera |5 fad or man
utactured seaglass out there that
has ks own Baaty and 3'2!|2|E*F.|| 30 14
has a dferant appaarance Tnom
EEnuing Sea iass that had years of
tumbding in the surf and Sand bo cne
ate the telitale rounded and frosted
pieces we find on the baach. Sea
glass is becoming mose and miorg
rare now that recycling and plasics
Feav takeen root inour lives, it 5 nat
often that yvou can find péeces today
out on Minot, Peggoetty and Egypl
beaches! But keep hunting! ayie
o witll b neof the lucky ones tha
finds a psace!




